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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the communication filed on 01/27/2004. 

2. Claims 2-4, 6, 7, 9-11, 15-17, 19, 20 are cancelled. 

3. Claims 1, 5, 8, 12, 14 and 18 are pending. 

Response to Amendment 

4. The objection of claims 1 -20 has been withdrawn due to the amendment. 

5. The 35 U.S.C. 101 rejection of claims 14-20 has been withdrawn due to the 
amendment. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments on the rejections of claims 1 -20 are moot in view of new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claims 14 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Consider claim 14, the claim recites "a computer 
program product stored on a computer readable medium comprising computer 
instructions ... the method comprising." 'The method' lacks antecedent basis. It is vague 
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whether applicant intends to claim a computer program, a computer readable medium 
or a method. If it is intended to claim a computer program, suggested amendment is as 
follows: "a computer program stored on a computer readable medium comprising 
computer instructions ... the computer instructions comprising." Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

1 0. Claims 1 -20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sullivan et al. (US 2002/0085579, hereafter Sullivan), in view of O'Neil et al. (US 
6,330,710, hereafter O'Neil). 

1 1 . For claim 1 , Sullivan discloses a computer implemented method to provide a 
homepage identifier to a client computing device, the method comprising: 

receiving, over a computer network, at a redirection web site (fig. 2, registry 
server, a redirection web site now is just a name without specifying its functionality), a 
home page request from a client computing device ([0032], lines 3-5, browser looks up 
a home page in the registry server), the home page request including a user identifier 
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that identifies a user of the client device (fig. 1, user ID), wherein the redirection web 
site performs the steps including: 

obtaining a timestamp identifying a current time and a current day (abstract, fig. 
1 , [0091], time and date can be used as an identifier in combination with one or more 
other identifier(s) in a n-dimensional request for an appropriate homepage); 

obtaining one or more network connection identifiers that identify one or more 
computer networks to which the client computing device is connected from the home 
page request (fig. 1 , connection identifier specifying home network ... as compared to 
work and home network identifiers in fig. 3 of the specification), 

retrieving, from a nonvolatile storage device, the home page identifier (fig. 1 , 
[0091], a homepage retrieval from the registry); wherein the retrieving further comprises: 

selecting, from the nonvolatile storage device, one or more records that 
correspond to the user identifier (fig. 1, n dimensional record corresponding to user ID), 
wherein the nonvolatile storage device includes records for a plurality of user identifiers 
(fig. 1, user ID); and 

identifying, from the group of selected records, the home page identifier based 
upon the timestamp (fig. 1 , [0091], combination of user ID and current timestamp) and 
the obtained network connection identifiers (fig. 1, connection location ID); 

Sullivan does not explicitly disclose setting a browser's home page to the 
retrieved home page identifier; wherein the setting of the browser's home page includes 
redirecting the browser executing on the client computing device to the retrieved home 
page identifier. 
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However, O'Neil discloses a redirection response from a server to a client device; 
the redirection response redirects client's browser to retrieve a web page corresponding 
to a redirected URL in the response (col. 6 lines 48-52). 

It would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Sullivan and O'Neil to redirect client's browser using a 
redirection server so that home page requests of Sullivan can be redirected to their 
corresponding web pages automatically, therefore increase efficiency of Sullivan's 
system. 

12. For claim 8, the claim is rejected for the same rationale as in claim 1 . Sullivan- 
O'Neil further discloses an information handling system comprising: one or more 
processors; a memory accessible by the processors; a nonvolatile storage device; one 
or more network adapters connecting the information handling system to one or more 
computer networks; and an home page selection tool for selecting a home page 
(Sullivan, fig. 2, registry server with processor, memory, storage device, and network 
adapter for collecting and retrieving homepage from requests made by client devices) 

13. For claim 1 4, the claim is rejected for the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

14. For claims 5, 1 2 and 1 8, the claims are rejected as in claims 1 , 8 and 14. 
Sullivan-O'Neil further discloses the obtaining of the timestamp includes retrieving a 
current timestamp from the home page request, wherein the current timestamp 
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corresponds to the current time and the current day at the client computing device 
(Sullivan, [0091], date and time information is current timestamp from a user home page 
request when multiple registry keys apply to date and time). 

Conclusion 

1 5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hieu T. Hoang whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1253. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272-3913. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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